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STATE OF ARIZONA
DIVISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
PUBLIC ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
l. OVERVIEW

The National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) requires that Federal agencies take into
account the effects a project will have on historic resources and allow the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation the opportunity to comment on the effects of the
project. Historic resources include structures, archaeological sites, traditional cultural
properties, or other cultural sites, or other cultural resources included on or eligible for
inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places. The State of Arizona also supports
Historic Preservation (ARS 41-501, et seq) and should review projects for repair of
historic property damaged in state or federal disasters.

The NHPA requires:

e Identification of historic properties that may be affected by Federal and state
funded activities.

e Assessment of the effects of the proposed work on historic properties.

e Consultation with the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO)/Tribal Historic
Preservation Officer (THPO), the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation and
other interested parties to resolve adverse effects.

e Procedure with the work only after completing the historic review process.

State and Federal activities requiring NHPA compliance include:

e Repair or restoration of historic facilities,

e Demolition or removal of historic structures, and

e Improved, alternate or

e Relocated projects affecting historic or archaeological sites.
State and Federal agencies are required to make a good faith effort to identify historic
properties with a given project areas potential effect.
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1. STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE (SHPO)

The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), a division of Arizona State Parks, ensures
that significant properties are protected and effects taken into consideration at an early
stage of any project. The SHPO operates in coordination with the Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation (ACHP), the National Trust, the National Park Service (NPS), and
Recognized Tribal Historic Preservations Officers (THPO). Among the many economic
benefits of the Arizona SHPO'’s mission is the revitalization of historic downtowns, which
is an Arizona Department of Commerce Main Street program.

I11. Historic and/or Culturally Significant Structures

Any structure for which federal funds are obligated for repair, demolition or
construction, that:

¢ has historic and/or cultural significance, or

e that is at least 50 years old (i.e. built on or before 1956), whether it is on

the National Register of Historic Places or may be eligible for listing,

must be reviewed by FEMA in consultation with the SHPO as required by Section 106 of
the National Historic Preservation Act. FEMA also consults with other interested parties
who may have traditional cultural and historic interests.

IV. Archaeological

If a proposed project will be undertaken in previously undisturbed ground (such as road
realignment, relocating utility lines, a material borrow for construction or fill) FEMA
must consult with the SHPO and/or a Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) or
Tribal Cultural Resources Officer for archaeological concerns before construction starts.
Indian tribes, communities and nations may have traditional cultural, historical and
archaeological interests beyond the present day borders of their lands.

Archaeological review can be expedited by providing an accurate map of the proposed
project site (SHPO prefers a USGS topographic quad sheet if available) and a
description of all proposed work including depth of digging, for subsurface impacts.

If any cultural materials (i.e. human remains or burials, wells, cisterns,
foundations, basements, prehistoric Indian or settler artifacts) are found
after work begins_the applicant must cease work immediately and protect
the site and resources. The applicant must immediately notify ADEM/FEMA,
who will contact the SHPO and/or the related THPO or Tribal Cultural
Resources Officer. Work may resume after the necessary historic
preservation actions are completed.
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Contacts for Compliance with the National Historic Preservation Act
Arizona State Historic Preservation Office

James Garrison, State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO)

1300 W. Washington Street, Phoenix 85007, 602-542-7137, fax 602-542-4180
Matthew Bilsbarrow, Compliance Specialist/Archaeologist, 602-542-7137
mbilsbarrow@pr.state.az.us

Carol A. Gill Griffith, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer, 602-542-7141
cariffith@pr.state.az.us

Bill Collins, SHPO Historian, 602-542-7159

Joe Roth, Administrative Assistant, 602-542-4009

Online searchable National Register of Historic Places: http://www.nr.nps.gov/
Search by Name, Location (State and County), etc.

Arizona THPOs

Hualapai Tribe

Loretta Jackson-Kelly, THPO
Department of Cultural Resources

PO Box 310, Peach Springs, AZ 86434
928-769-2223, fax 928-769-2235
Email: lorjac@frontiernet.net

Navajo Nation

Dr. Alan S. Downer, THPO and Director
Historic Preservation Department

PO Box 4950

Window Rock, AZ 86515
928-871-7198, fax 928-871-7886
Email: alandowner@navajo.org

White Mountain Apache Tribe

Mark Altaha, THPO

Heritage Program Historic Preservation Office
PO Box 507, Fort Apache, AZ 85926
928-338-3033, Fax 928-338-6055

Email: maltaha@wmat.nsn.us

Website: www.wmat.nsn.us
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